j-dex Fletcher Robinson

Hand-Forged Silver Cutlery

For tha last 60 years the company of C.W Fletcher in Shaffield
have supplled 85% of all the cutlery it produced o James
Robinson of 480 Park Avenua in New York. Michas! Rosawarnida,

tha current managing direclor, who joined the company in 1957
explained, " James Hobinson sall 1o the rch and the supar-neh.
We manufacture cutlery for the most discerning cuslomers in ha
wiarkd.'

Thia company Can race it
origins back 1o 1550, 1o a
silversmith named Micholas
Bartholomew, The firm's
pedigree inciudes a number
of wedl known aightesnih
ceniury craltsmean who mada
many of the same pattems
being produced today. It was
Mr.C.W.Flatchar, an
exceadingly taleniad
Silvarsmith and Silver Hand
Faorger who founded tha
present company in 1880 for
the production of silver
spoons and forks In axactly Iha Same manner as that empoyed
for hundreds of years. The company s one of the few surviving
manufacturérs of
hand forged sterding
sitvar flatware in the
country, Every
pisea, withou
excaption, i lorgad
enfirely by hand
from raw silver
ingol. Tha modam
mathod of using
blanks which are
rolled and cut out
by machinery is
mever used al
Flatcher Robinson,
the reason being thal i s Impossible whan using maching rolled
blanks o pul the silver exactly whera it is needed.

A hand-forged silver spoon will be fully three dimensional,
beautifully shaped and comionable 1o hald, The metal of the
bowl will vary subtly bacoming thicker at the point and edge,
where the spoon aftracts the most wear. Mo machina can
achieve this variation; i can only be done by a craltsman deeply
vargad in traditional skilis,

Fletcher Robinson also
supply antique dealars
arourd the world with
matching sernvices of cullary
from their huge catalogue
ol patterns. Recantly a
CUslomar commissionad a
hiugpe silvar spoan in
Britannia silvar which
staried from a bar weighing
49 troy ounces, The piece
tock 21 hours 1o forge

finally standing 29 inchas
long. Dawid Baggaley, the
maker commeaniad, ° |
normally tekes 15 minutes
o forge a standard spoon,
but & spoon of this size was
axiramely awkward,'

Long live British
crafismanship!
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